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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
■- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by. statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11/19/04 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IE) Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) £3 Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 3/11/04 & 8/31/04 is/are: a)D accepted or b)IEI objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) £3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) ' 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) |El Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P© r No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . The listing of claims submitted August 31 , 2004 should have been submitted as a 
separate paper as required by 37 CFR 1.4(c) and should have included all the text of 
the remaining claims. The paper has been entered. However, all future 
correspondence must comply with 37 CFR 1 .4. In accordance with this amendment to 
the claims, claims 3 and 4 are withdrawn from consideration and an action on the merits 
of claims 1 and 2 follows. 

Rule 37 CFR 1.4(c): Since different matters may be considered by different branches or 
sections of the United States Patent and Trademark Office, each distinct subject, inquiry 
or order must be contained in a separate paper to avoid confusion and delay in 
answering papers dealing with different subjects. 

Drawings 

2. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because: 

• Erasures, alterations, overwritings, interlineations, folds, copy machine 
marks not accepted under Rule 37 CFR 1.84(e) 

• Lines, numbers & letters not uniformly thick and well defined, clean, 
durable and black (poor line quality), see Rule 37 CFR 1.84(1) 

• Figure legends are poor, numbers, letters and reference characters must 
be at least 32 cm in height, see Rule 37 CFR 1 .84(p) 
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• Additional drawing objections can be found on the attached Form PT0- . 
948. 

Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson 
outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new 
drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Rule 37 CFR 1 .84(e): Type of paper. Drawings submitted to the Office must be made on 
paper which is flexible, strong, white, smooth, non-shiny, and durable. All sheets must 
be reasonably free from cracks, creases, and folds. Only one side of the sheet may be 
used for the drawing. Each sheet must be reasonably free from erasures and must be 
free from alterations, overwritings, and interlineations. Photographs must be developed 
on paper meeting the sheet-size requirements of paragraph (f) of this section and the 
margin requirements of paragraph (g) of this section. See paragraph (b) of this section 
for other requirements for photographs. 

Rule 37 CFR 1 .84(1): Character of lines, numbers, and letters. All drawings must be 
made by a process which will give them satisfactory reproduction characteristics. Every 
line, number, and letter must be durable, clean, black (except for color drawings), 
sufficiently dense and dark, and uniformly thick and well-defined. The weight of all lines 
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and letters must be heavy enough to permit adequate reproduction. This requirement 
applies to all lines however fine, to shading, and to lines representing cut surfaces in 
sectional views. Lines and strokes of different thicknesses may be used in the same 
drawing where different thicknesses have a different meaning. 

Rule 37 CFR 1.84(p): Numbers, letters, and reference characters. (1) Reference 
characters (numerals are preferred), sheet numbers, and view numbers must be plain 
and legible, and must not be used in association with brackets or inverted commas, or 
enclosed within outlines, e.g., encircled. They must be oriented in the same direction as 
the view so as to avoid having to rotate the sheet. Reference characters should be 
arranged to follow the profile of the object depicted. 

(2) 

The English alphabet must be used for letters, except where another 
alphabet is customarily used, such as the Greek alphabet to indicate 
angles, wavelengths, and mathematical formulas. 

(3) 

Numbers, letters, and reference characters must measure at least .32 cm. 
(1/8 inch) in height. They should not be placed in the drawing so as to 
interfere with its comprehension. Therefore, they should not cross or 
mingle with the lines. They should not be placed upon hatched or shaded 
surfaces. When necessary, such as indicating a surface or cross section, 
a reference character may be underlined and a blank space may be left in 
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the hatching or shading where the character occurs so that it appears 
distinct. 

(4) 

The same part of an invention appearing in more than one view of the 
drawing must always be designated by the same reference character, and 
the same reference character must never be used to designate different 
parts. 

(5) 

Reference characters not mentioned in the description shall not appear in 
the drawings. Reference characters mentioned in the description must 
appear in the drawings. 

Specification 

3. The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words . It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
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disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

4. A preliminary examination of this application reveals that it includes terminology 

which is different from that which is generally accepted in the art. It is not understood 

what the acronym "JMAC" stands for and clarification is required. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

5. The specification is objected to for not having any of the reference characters 
that are found in the drawings. For example, reference characters A, B, C found in 
Figure 1 of drawings submitted 8/31/04 are not found in the specification. The examiner 
is advising the applicant to review the cited patent documents for guidance drawing 
preparation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ladrach, USP 
4,750,456. 
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Ladrach discloses a system that uses a universal cap (32) and container (16) 
that the oil, fluid or solvent comes in, as a backup reservoir to be pumped from (pump 
24 pumps the oil in the container 16). 



8. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ruter, USP 
3,990,489. 

Ruter discloses a universal engine oil cap (20) used to pump oil through into the 
top of an engine (C1/L45-68). 

Selection from MPEP § 2133.02 

A 35 U.S.C. 102(b) REJECTION CREATES A STATUTORY BAR TO 
PATENTABILITY OF THE REJECTED CLAIMS 

A rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) cannot be overcome by affidavits and declarations 
under 37 CFR 1.131 (Rule 131 Declarations), foreign priority dates, or evidence that 
applicant himself invented the subject matter. Outside the 1-year grace period, applicant 
is barred fi'om obtaining a patent containing any anticipated or obvious claims. In re 
Foster, 343 F.2d 980,^984, 145 USPQ 166, 170 (CCPA 1965). 

9. An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. The examiner is highly advising the applicant to review the cited 
patent documents for guidance in claim construction and drawing preparation. The 
applicant is reminded that revisions to the drawings may require revisions to the 
specifications (e.g. figure numbers and descriptions). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In particular Nelson, USP 4,869,346, discloses an automatic 
crankcase oil change and makeup system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Pilkington whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





JP 

4/18/07 



SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



